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I. Basis of the report 

and am not annexed to this report since they do no, oonteln amendlnen^ttotes VO.tTand 70. 17% Y 



Description, Pages 
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Claims, Numbers 

4-9 
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as originally filed 



as originally filed 

received on 10.12.2004 with letter of 09.12.2004 



□ 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Ru\eSifin£r%TS^ ^ PUrp ° SeS ° f inte ™tional preliminary examination (under 

3 - appiication, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev h*v* 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)) y e 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No PCT/EP 03/1 357<t 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET t^ l/bP 03/13573 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 02/053824 A (UNILEVER PLC ;LEVER HINDUSTAN LTD (IN); UNILEVER NV 

(NL)) 1 1 July 2002 (2002-07-1 1 ) 
D2: WO 02/50366 A (GEN ELECTRIC) 27 June 2002 (2002-06-27) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

Document D1, which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf. example 1) an dry cleaning process from which the subject-matter of claim 
1 differs in that the surfactant is an acid surfactant. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to find a dry 
cleaning process in which the redeposition of particulate soil is minimized. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: none of the 
cited documents suggests that a reduced redeposition of particulate soil is obtained if 
an acid surfactant is used in a dry cleaning composition. Some acid surfactants are 
mentioned in D2; however D2 does not address the problem mentioned above. A person 
skilled in the art would not have combined the teachings of D1 and D2 to solve the 
above mentioned problem without the exercise of inventive skills. 

I DEPENDENT CLAIMS P-fl 

Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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Claims 

1. A 'dry cleaning process for in-home dry cleaning comprising a 
dry cleaning step of contacting a laundry article stained with 
particulate soil with a dry cleaning composition wherein the 
liquor to cloth ratio (w/w) (1.CR) is at most 20, and 
wherein said composition comprises 

a) a non-flammable, non-chlorine containing organic dry 
cleaning solvent; 

b ) - a - c l ean i ng effectivo amount fan acid s urfactant 
frou* COT to 0.5 % *fy Ctu'QKt- 

2. A dry cleaning process for in-home dry cleaning according to 
claim 1 wherein the dry cleaning step is a low aqueous dry 
cleaning step and said composition is a low aqueous dry 

15 cleaning composition comprising 0.01 to 10 wt.% of water. 

3. A dry cleaning process for in-home dry cleaning according to 
claim 2 wherein the low aqueous dry cleaning composition ~ ' 
comprises jfrom 0.001 to 10 wt.%, proforably from &rp9 to J0k£ff- 
wt.% of an acid surfactant by weight of the total dry cleaning 
composition . 



4. A dry cleaning process for in-home dry cleaning according to 
any one of the preceding claims whereby said liquid to cloth 

25 ratio (w/w) is at most 10. 

5. A dry. cleaning process for in-home dry cleaning according to 
any one of the preceding claims whereby the dry cleaning 
composition is a low aqueous dry cleaning composition and 

30 comprises 0.01 to 10 wt.% of water and preferably the water to 
cloth ratio (w/w) during the low aqueous dry cleaning step is 
less than 0.45, preferably less than 0.2. 
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